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Going FIJI Green in Schools 
As part of our commitment to help green up our local 
vanua, FIJI Water has provided jumbo sorting waste bins 
to Naseyani and Drauniivi Primary and Jr. Secondary 
Schools. The metal bins contain separate compartments 
for plastic bottles, plastic bags, cardboard & paper, and 
normal waste. Teachers and children sort their 
recyclables and FIJI Water provides regular pick up.  By 
working with our local schools, we hope to get kids 
hooked on the recycling habit early. The schools reap the 
benefits of cleaner compounds and any profits from the 
sale of used materials go back into the community. We’ve 
started with these 3 local schools, but would like to take 
this model out to our neighbors as well. One green step 
at a time, we’re making a big difference. � 
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Clean Up, FIJI-style! 
FIJI Water employees chip in to clean up Tavua .  

For the first time this year, FIJI Water employees 
participated in Fiji’s Nation-wide annual cleanup 
campaign. Clean Up Fiji annually mobilizes friends of 
the environment all over Fiji for a big day of rubbish 
clean up. They provide gloves and bags, government 
organizes disposal, and we provide the man power.  

 

A group of about 30 employees, family members and 
friends gathered at the Tavua bus stand on Saturday 
November 22nd and divided and conquered the main 
streets and crossroads of Tavua. A number of 
participants came straight off the midnight-8am night 

Making use of the new recycling bins, care of FIJI Water 

       continued on  page 6 

FIJI Water participants in Clean Up Fiji Campaign at Garvey Park 
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Employee Spotlight: Meet Dharmendar 

Engaging in the FIJI Water Community family-style 

Our FIJI Water family is made of people from many walks of 
life and from all over Fiji, not only from the villages 
surrounding our factory. One such member who has been 
making a big impact since his arrival at the Yaqara factory is 
Dharmendar Chand.   

A native of Labasa Town on Fiji’s second largest island, 
Vanua Levu, Dharmen attended primary and secondary 
school in Labasa before moving to Suva to pursue a BSc in 
Chemistry and Biology at the University of the South Pacific. 
Beginning his career as a secondary science teacher in 
Labasa, Dharmen went on to hold positions as Laboratory 
Technician at Carlton Brewery, Senior Production 
Technician at Coca-cola, and Process Supervisor at 
Goodman Fielder before joining FIJI Water’s Process Team 
in February of 2007. Most recently, Dharmen has been 
promoted to the position of Roll Excellence leader, working 
with Engineering and Production towards the continuous 
improvement of our product and the production process. He 
enjoys working for FIJI Water saying “it empowers its 
employees for responsibility and taking pride in the 
production of the World’s No. 1 bottled water.” 

 

Coming to work for FIJI Water meant more than another 
career move for Dharmen- it also meant uprooting his family 
and resettling in a new, unfamiliar part of Fiji. Moving from 
the “big city” life of Suva out to the rural township of Rakiraki 
was a big transition for Dharmen, his wife, Praveena- a 
primary school teacher- and their two young children, Devit, 
and Nivandita. After more than twelve years in Suva, 
however, Dharmen says it is a welcome change. “Here in 
Rakiraki there is no traffic congestion and beautiful white 
sandy beaches.”  

Water for Togovere 
FIJI Water celebrates the opening of Togovere’s 
improved sustainable water system. 

During Fiji’s dry season (April-November) the villages 
surrounding our Yaqara factory see very little rain, 
with the landscape taking on the appearance of a 
blonde savannah. Fortunately, the greatest water in 
the world runs underground here. As the villages have 
continued to grow and place greater demands on the 
water systems provided years ago by government, 
FIJI Water has stepped in to help the villages of 
Drauniivi, Togovere, and Rabulu. By working together 
with water committees composed of community 
members and employees in these three villages, FIJI 
Water has taken the partnership approach to 
development. The villages can take pride and 
ownership in these projects, as they have played in 
integral role in their design and implementation. 

Togovere’s is the first of these three water projects to 
reach successful completion. On Friday October 24th, 
British High Commissioner Roger Sykes and Director 
of External Affairs David Roth officially opened the 
new water project, which is arguably the most 
comprehensive and professional of any rural water 
project in Fiji—as well it should be. With voluntary 
assistance from FIJI Water’s technicians, the 
guidance of a retired plumber for Fiji’s Public Works 
Department who co-chairs the Togovere water 
committee, and a cooperative attitude among village 
stakeholders the project was well planned and 
implemented.  

Congratulations to all involved. We look forward to 
Drauniivi and Rabulu’s completion in early 2009. � 

Proud parents Dharmendar and Praveena with Nivandita and Devit 

continued on page 6 

The official opening ceremony at the Togovere bore hole house 
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FIJI Water Foundation News:  Our contributions and projects throughout Fiji 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

S A V E  T H E  C H I L D R E N  F I J I   
SUVA & LABASA          SQUATTER SETTLEMENT PRESCHOOL    

           EQUIPMENT & MATERIALS  
Save the Children Fiji’s Mobile Playgroup Project is an initiative to 

bring sustainable, community-driven kindergarten programs to 

underprivileged urban areas where many children would otherwise 

receive no early childhood education. FIJI Water Foundation’s 

generous donation towards this program will provide the support to 

help get these kindergartens running self-sufficiently, in addition to 

providing them with playgrounds, furniture, puzzles, toys, and 

school supplies.  

N A V E S A U  H I G H  S C H O O L  
NAVESAU, RA   WATER PROJECT 

At Navesau Adventist High, an international school attracting 

students throughout the Pacific, the campus and setting along the 

Wainubuka River is picturesque, until you learn that this same river 

has been the school’s primary source of drinking water. Until now. 

Thanks to FIJI Water Foundation, Navesau will have an operational 

bore hole, tank, and reticulation system when they open in 2009.   

T A V I Y A  D I S T R I C T  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  
OVALAU, LOMAIVITI   SCHOOL LIBRARY  

Taviya District Primary School is on the remote northern side of 

Ovalau Island in the Lomaiviti Group and caters to 80 children from 

nearby villages. Until recently, their students have made do with 

outdated library books borrowed from a dark closet labeled a library. 

With FIJI Water’s support, the first such outside donation they have 

received, the school management will be able to build and outfit a new 

library. 

  

Recess at idyllic Taviya      Inside the Matainoco Hall in progress  

M A T A I N O C O  V I L L A G E  
TAILEVU                            COMMUNITY MULTIPURPOSE HALL  

A fixture in nearly every village in Fiji, the community hall is a central 

meeting place serving a variety of functions: meetings, receptions, 

kindergarten classroom, and lecture hall. In their efforts to construct a 

hall in their village, the 100+ community of Matainoco in rural Tailevu, 

have fundraised and applied for aid through a variety of sources to no 

avail. Now, thanks to FIJI Water Foundation and great cooperative 

effort on the part of the villagers, Matainoco is looking forward to 

opening their new Community Hall in January of 2009. � 

Viti Levu 

Vanua Levu 

FIJI 
  Thru-out 
  Fiji 

FIJI Water Foundation’s Board approved more than $163,300 FJD 
worth of funding in October for nine more projects, many in schools 
needing water or educational resources support. We have directly 
supported projects in 11 of Fiji’s 14 provinces and look forward to 
extending our outreach. Below is a selection of some educational 
projects currently in progress. 
 

Kindergarten classes in Wailea and Jittu squatter settlements   

“FIJI Water has essentially given the gift of life 
to children all over Fiji.”  
–Deaconess Olivia Nataniela of Dilkusha Girls Home 
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FIJI Water Foundation Spotlight:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

The Friends of Fiji Heart Foundation 
25 successful surgeries mean a second chance at life 

  

 

A life can change in a year, a day, or in the space a few 
seconds. From November 6th-16th, the Friends of Fiji Heart 
Foundation dramatically changed the lives of twenty six 
individuals suffering from heart ailments by providing them 
with free surgeries unavailable in Fiji.   Fifteen people had 
successful heart operations while ten others have new 
pacemaker sets installed at the Lautoka Hospital.  

The Foundation, made up of medical experts from New 
Zealand, was founded in 2006 by Fiji-born cardiothoracic 
surgeon, Dr. Parma Nand, who is now based in Auckland 
and known throughout the Pacific. The operations were 
performed pro-bono by a team of 47 health care 
professionals from New Zealand working around the clock, 
including surgeons, anesthetists, nurses, technicians, 
physiotherapists, and a pharmacist. 

FOFHF have conducted a total of 41 heart surgeries under 
the same project in 2006 and 2007. Says trustee Deepak 
Singh, “This is our third year in Fiji and we are thankful for 
the support shown by companies like FIJI Water, Suva 
Rotary, Air New Zealand, Air Pacific, Lautoka Hospital and 
the Ministry of Health for making this trip happen. Without 

the support of these groups, most people would 
probably live with heart problems all their life.” As a 
major sponsor of the surgeries, FIJI Water Foundation 
donated a total of $30,000 towards medical supplies and 
heart valves.  
 
An emotional father said he would forever be thankful to 
the Friends of Fiji for saving his son Mohit’s life. 17-year-
old Mohit Dass was the first patient to go undergo 
surgery this year. Despite the heart condition he has 
had since birth, Mohit loved to play soccer. “He was a 
very active child but experienced breathing problems 
most of the time and as a result we have to stop him 
from playing competitive games,” said his father. A sixth 
form (senior) student at Bhawani Dyal College in 
Nausori, Mohit did not take his Fiji School Leaving 
Certificate Exam in order to have the surgery. “He can 
go back to school but this chance only comes once in a 
lifetime so we didn’t want to miss it,” his father said. 

Another patient, Rashid Ali, is a 26-year-old mother of 
one from Labasa. Her husband Roshan said Rashid had 
been living with a valvular heart condition since birth. 
“We can’t afford to pay for this kind of operation and this 
is a once in a lifetime opportunity. I’m sure all those who 
undergo surgery will agree with me.” Mr Ali said words 
could not describe their relief and joy. “I only hope that 
they will come back next year to save more people like 
they did my wife.” � 

 

Mohit Dass with his mother          Thankful doctors & patients  
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MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN FIJI 
 
 

           
  Meraia Bativaga presents Dilkusha Girls’ Home’s Donation                                                     Molly Powers with the girls from Treasure House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With 76 FIJI Water and now 35 Neptune Shipping Employees 
participating in Roll Giving in Fiji, our donations are starting to have a 
major impact on social welfare organizations around Fiji… and also 
on how our employees participate in their communities. 

Our company has been giving back to Fiji for many years, 
in many ways through donation of water, sponsorship, 
local outreach, volunteer workdays, and through the FIJI 
Water Foundation. Beginning last year, however, we were 
thrilled to make “giving back” an activity that all our 
employees could actively participate in through Roll 
Giving. 
 
Through Roll Giving, salaried Fiji-based employees are 
given $250-$1000 USD to donate to charities of their 
choice. FIJI Water (Fiji) joined the Roll Giving program 
mid-2007 with just three named charities and has grown 
today to include over 20 organizations identified by our 
employees. 

  
           
           Our gift as covered in the local Fijian language news.  
           Translated “THOUGHTFUL GIFT” 

In 2007, we achieved 100% participation by eligible 
employees and just last week, we arrived at the 
same 100% mark for 2008.  
 
On Saturday, October 18th we invited 
representatives from six of the most popular 
charities to come to the Yaqara factory for an official 
presentation, tour, and lunch. It was an opportunity 
for them to meet us and see what our company is 
about, and likewise for our employees to meet 
representatives from their chosen charities and to 
physically participate in the donations. The 
collective donations of our employees from 2007-
2008 totaled over $23,000 FJD to just these six 
organizations, showing that many small 
contributions can add up to a big difference! � 
 

FIJI’s Popular Charities in 2007-2008 

Charity Name #  Donations $ Total FJD 

FIJI Water Foundation 54 $  12,489.00 

1.   St Christopher’s Orphanage 32  $   5,890.00  

2.   Treasure House Orphanage 30  $   3,835.00  
3.   Fiji Crippled Children's 
Society 22  $   4,175.00  

4.   Fiji Red Cross Society 19  $   3,185.00  
5.   Ra School for Disabled 
Children 18  $   3,840.00  

6.   Dilkusha Girls’ Home 15  $   2,095.00  

Conservation International 10  $   3,685.00  

Rotary Pacific Water for Life 2  $      265.00  

TOTAL $  39,459.00  
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shift, grabbed a bag and got to work. The Corrie and 
Erone families represented well, as did the Vatukaloko 
Netball team. A group from the Tavua Town Council and 
Red Cross also were at work cleaning, with many hands 
making light work. After an hour and a half of clean up, the 
teams met at Tavua’s Garvey Park in plenty of time to 
beat the lines to the Gold Town Charity Carnival. While 
some stuck around for the popcorn, rides, and the morning 
baby show, others adjourned to Apao Erone’s home for a 
few bowls of kava. 

A highlight of the morning came when a farmer from the 
Tavua market offered us a big, sweet watermelon as a 
token of his gratitude. Following the clean up, the 
watermelon was sliced up for all to enjoy with the kava. 

 

CLEAN UP, FIJI-STYLE  continued from page 1 

 GET INVOLVED!  
For those of you interested in participating in outreach 
opportunities, there are a number of ways you can help 
make a difference in our Fiji communities: 

1. Make a $$ Foundation Donation: Through Roll 
Giving Employee Grants or Matching Gifts, you 
can make a tax deductible donation to the FIJI 
Water Foundation. www.rollgiving.com  

2. Send us Material Donations: Whether you’re 
coming to Fiji, know someone who is, or can put a 
stamp on a box and mail it, send us your used or 
new toys, children’s books, and school 
supplies for our schools. Visit the Well for more 
info: http://thewell.roll.ad/Pages/Default.aspx 

3. Join in: If you’re on your way to Fiji for a week or 
more, ask about weekend activities- you may be 
able to help us paint a school room, participate in 
events like Clean Up Day, attend ceremonies like 
the Togovere Water Opening, or hand out some of 
your gifts in person at a school or in a village. 

If you have more questions about FIJI Water’s outreach 
or the FIJI Water Foundation, please feel free to email 
me: mpowers@fijiwater.com and stay tuned for an 
upcoming Foundation website in the next few months. 
Until Next Year… 

Moce mada and Fir Milenge!           

Molly Powers, Foundation Coordinator 

The family has wasted no time getting involved in the local 
community, both through FIJI Water and through their own 
initiative. In addition to sitting on the FIJI Water Family 
Day and Walk-a-thon planning committees and acting as 
Process Club chair, Dharmen is now managing the FSC 
Soccer club and is a member of the Rakiraki Bowling 
Club. He and his family enjoy weekend activities such as 
swimming and fishing trips to nearby Malake Island, 
where he counts the Fijian villagers there as “friends who 
are just like our family.”  

Most notable has been Dharmen and his family’s eager 
participation in the FIJI Water volunteer work days and 
events. Dharmen’s clan are regulars at the Rakiraki 
Hospital Clean Up days, happy to grab a rag or scrub 
brush and work until the job is done. In late November, 
Dharmen himself organized a clean up day at the hospital, 
with more than twenty volunteers from the community and 
FIJI Water. It was hard work, he said, but with a good 
team, it went by quickly. 

At last June’s family day, Dharmen and his family were 
recognized with a Community Service award for their 
contributions. Dharmen recalls feeling “shocked… [we] 
never thought [we] were watched so closely!” Of the work 
that won him the award, Dharmen shrugs off any sacrifice.  
“It’s fun for us and I think this also teaches my kids to be 
more giving – it becomes an outing for us and my kids 
learn about the importance of community service…. You 
can be an example yourself. Go on all fours in the toilets 
of the hospital or school; it’s a dirty job but it’s fun and 
satisfying!” Keep up the great work, Dharmen. � 

Employee Spotlight   continued from page 2 

Our employees joined more than 20,000 total 
participants from all over Fiji to help make this year’s 
Clean Up the biggest success ever! Visit 
www.cleanupfiji.org for more details. � 

 
Our team cleaning up the streets of Tavua  


